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immediate direction and supervision. All they have to do 
then is show evidence that they have three years of relevant 
experience, including 12 months in Canada, and successfully 
pass a professional exam.

To know more about the regulation respecting the ARM 
or to see the list of French programmes approved by the 
Ordre, visit www.oiq.qc.ca, “I am a candidate” section, 
“Obtaining a permit” subsection, then click “Engineer’s 
diploma obtained in France”.

1.  Regulation respecting the issuance of a license from the Ordre des ingénieurs 
du Québec to give effect to the agreement concluded by the Ordre under the 
Agreement between Québec and France on mutual recognition of professional 
qualifications (c. I-9, r. 7.1) – Engineers Act (L.R.Q., c. I-9, s. 7) – Professional 
Code (L.R.Q., c. C-26, s. 93, par. c.2) 

since last July, a new regulation respecting the 
mutual recognition of professional qualifications 
between Québec and france is in force and binds 
the ordre des ingénieurs. This regulation establishes 
a quicker and more flexible process, and further 
reinforces the ordre’s leadership in terms of 
integrating professionals trained abroad.

Several years ago, the Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec 
and France’s Commission des Titres d’ingénieur (CTI) 
entered into the Mutual recognition of professional 
qualifications agreement (known as the Arrangement sur 

la reconnaissance mutuelle des qualifications professionnelles 
or the “ARM”). The new regulation strengthens this 
arrangement, while simplifying the assessment process. In 
general, files are treated expeditiously since the Examiners’ 
Committee no longer has to review permit applications. 
Given that 30% of new members admitted to the Ordre each 
year are professionals trained abroad, the new regulation 
meets a real need. Among these professionals, one in four 
got their degree in France.

RegisteRing on the oRdRe’s Roll
The Ordre is part of three mutual recognition agreements, 
namely with France, the United States and signatory 
countries of the Washington Accord. This type of agreement 
allows candidates who hold degrees from a signatory 
country and whose degree is recognized by the agreement 
to follow an expeditious and simplified path.

Specifically, the ARM is intended for individuals who are 
authorized to use the title of engineer in France and who 
obtained their degree upon completing a French programme 
accredited by the CTI and approved by the Ordre des 
ingénieurs du Québec. The list of such programmes is very 
long; it includes most programmes offered in France but 
excludes a few, namely those:
•	 that	are	not	recognized	in	Canada;	
•	 that	lead	to	another	profession	in	Québec;	
•	 for	which	the	Ordre	has	not	received	enough	information	

to render a decision; 
•	 that	offer	unrecognized	options.	

geoteChniCs in All its AsPeCts
The regulation1 is mainly designed to help professionals 
who have acquired enough relevant engineering 
experience. Once their file has been assessed and accepted, 
candidates obtain a temporary and restricted engineering 
permit which allows them to practise under an engineer’s 

New regulatioN for holders of eNgiNeeriNg degrees from fraNce 

a simplified path!
More than 30% of new MeMbers 
adMitted to the ordre each 
year are professionals 
trained abroad.

Élise Deshommes’ example

Élise Deshommes, a candidate for an engineering 
permit, has lived in Québec for seven years. She left France 
with four years of study in civil engineering in a French 
engineering school to do her final year in Montreal, thereby 
completing a France-Québec double training. In one fell 
swoop, she obtained her French engineering diploma and 
a Québec master’s degree. 

Now an engineering doctorate graduate, Élise 
Deshommes recently applied for a permit with the Ordre 
des ingénieurs du Québec. Since her engineering degree 
is from France, she applied as a professional trained abroad.

“Once my file was complete, I received a letter from the 
Ordre informing me that they would assess my eligibility. 
A month and a half later, I learned that I could be registered 
on the Ordre’s roll as the holder of a temporary and 
restricted permit.”

“All in all, the process was quite simple and I received 
good personalized service”, states Élise Deshommes. Her 
engineering experience still has to be validated and she 
must pass the professional exam in order to become an 
engineer. “I probably don’t have enough experience but 
I hope to meet all the requirements in no time.”


