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TECHNICAL COMMITTEE:  
THE POWER OF DIALOGUE
The technical committee option enabled Pierre Langlois, 
Eng., to meet and even exceed the required number of hours 
in the last reference period. “I was able to enter 10 hours 
when I had already accumulated 23 hours," says a satisfied 
Langlois, who is a project manager in the Engineering 
Division of the Université de Sherbrooke’s Buildings Service.

The purpose of a technical committee, which should apply 
a structured approach to its activities, is to improve the 
professional practices of individuals who have specific 
competencies in a field and share common technical 
concerns. For instance, such a committee may be created 
to design a standard or a guide on best practices.

PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISION

Courses, workshops, seminars and  
lectures: These are the most popular 

activities that engineers take to meet the 
requirements of the Regulation respect-
ing mandatory continuing education for 

engineers. But did you know that  
self-study (see box), participation in a 
technical committee and drafting an 

article are also eligible activities? 
Engineers relate their experiences.

The English version of this column is available at www.oiq.qc.ca/en/media/PLANmagazine/columns/Pages/default.aspx
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CONTINUING EDUCATION  

Activities Worth 
Discovering



“Our committee was responsible for reviewing the major 
construction project management process,” explains Pierre 
Langlois. "We rarely have daily opportunities to converse 
in-depth about our methods and the problems we have 
to resolve. This committee gave us an opportunity to 
dialogue while drawing on our wide-ranging training and 
work experiences.”

DRAFTING AN ARTICLE: THE POWER OF 
WORDS
Erika Deziel, Eng., M. Sc. A., is happy to have worked with 
others on drafting a first article for a periodical. She, a 
wastewater treatment engineer at WSP Canada, and her 
colleague Robin Clavel, Eng., M. Eng., did so after accepting 
an invitation from Contact Plus, the magazine published 
by the Association des ingénieurs municipaux du Québec.

“Both of us have solid expertise in five-year audits of drinking 
water facilities," mentions the engineer. In one day, we were 
able to write an article on the topic. Above all else, the 
challenge was to send the right message and find the right 
words for this well-defined communication effort.”

More specifically, to be accepted as a training activity, an 
article must, among other things, be published on a 
physical (paper), electronic or virtual medium by a publisher 
or a professional association. It must also contribute to 
developing knowledge in a field related to the engineering 
profession.

“THANKS TO THIS SERIES OF 

MEETINGS,” HE CONTINUES, 

“WE REVIEWED AND DEVELOPED 

OUR PROCESS, FROM THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CLIENT’S 

NEEDS TO THE DELIVERY OF THE 

CONSTRUCTION SITE. ONE OF OUR 

VARIOUS TEAMS ALSO PREPARED 

A MASTER FILE THAT ENSURES A 

DEGREE OF UNIFORMITY FROM ONE

PROJECT TO ANOTHER.”

“Our article got us, my colleague and myself, to think about 
our work and experience," points out Erika Deziel. “It was 
informative to the readers concerned by the topic and gave 
visibility to our company. This project was so well received 
that our team decided to publish other articles this year."

To find out more about the eligibility requirements 
for these activities:  
http://reglement-formation.oiq.qc.ca.

LEARNING BY YOURSELF?
Do you read specialized publications related to your prac-
tice or do technical exercises without the help of a trainer? 
Do you watch video or online presentations? Do you take 
courses on DVD or tutorials?

Self-learning, or self-study, is not only a very modern 
practice, but also eligible under the Regulation respecting 
mandatory continuing education for engineers. Because 
self-study does not occur within a structured framework, 
you may forget to enter such activities in your continuing 
education report. Yet, you could be credited up to five 
hours per reference period for one or more self-study 
activities. That is good to know!
To find out the eligibility requirements of self-study activi-
ties, go to http://reglement-formation.oiq.qc.ca.


