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Coroners’ appointments and inquests: The Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec 
suggests improvements to Bill 45 

 
Montreal, August 27, 2020 – During the consultations today at the National Assembly, 
the Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec (OIQ) presented its recommendations for 
improving Bill 45, An act concerning mainly the appointment and the terms of office of 
coroners and of the Chief Coroner. 
 
“The legislative framework that applies to the determination of causes of death will be 
strengthened by Bill 45. However, the bill could further facilitate the public protection 
efforts of professional orders in situations where they are expected to investigate the 
same incidents as coroners, and our recommendations reflect this,” stated OIQ 
President Kathy Baig, Eng., FEC, MBA. 
 
More specifically, the OIQ recommends streamlining the disclosure process for 
documents held by coroners during their inquests. A professional order may in fact 
require such documents to fulfill its responsibilities, which include conducting disciplinary 
inquiries on its members, inspecting them, and initiating penal proceedings to enforce 
professional legislation, such as provisions regarding works that are not based on plans 
prepared by architects or engineers. 
 
Change the eligibility requirements for the office of coroner 
The OIQ also recommends that MNAs consider whether it might be appropriate to 
expand eligibility for the office of coroner to more professions, especially the engineering 
profession. 
 
“A significant number of coroners’ investigations and inquests involve engineering 
works, such as road infrastructures and buildings. Knowledge of engineering may be 
useful or even essential to conduct these types of inquests. Furthermore, engineers 
have presided over commissions of inquiry and scientific and technical commissions that 
had many similarities with the inquests that coroners have conducted,” explained the 
President during the consultation. 
 
Improve follow-up of coroners’ recommendations 
While recognizing that the bill makes improvements to ensure better follow-up of 
coroners’ recommendations, the OIQ would like a process to be put in place for following 
up their recommendations. 
 
On that note, the OIQ’s brief reiterates that no government to date has acted on the 
conclusions of the coroner who recommended in 2010 that the Architects Act and the 
Engineers Act be amended to make the supervision of building construction work 
mandatory. This recommendation followed the death of a woman who had been crushed 
by a concrete panel that fell off a building wall. A decade later, Quebec still has no form 
of mandatory work supervision, unlike several other Canadian provinces. 
 
The brief submitted to the National Assembly’s Committee on Institutions outlines all of 
the OIQ’s recommendations and comments concerning this bill. Click here to read it. 
 

http://www.oiq.qc.ca/FR/SALLEPRESSE/Pages/publications.aspx?publicationID=226
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About the Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec 
The Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec turns 100 years old in 2020. It has a membership 
of some 65,000 engineering professionals in all fields, except forest engineering. The 
OIQ’s aim is to be a unifying organization and a reference for professionalism and 
excellence in engineering. Its mission is to protect the public by acting to ensure that 
engineers serve society with professionalism and integrity, in compliance with the laws, 
regulations and standards that govern the profession and in the public interest. For more 
information, go to oiq.qc.ca. 
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For a quick update on OIQ news, join its virtual communities: 

• Facebook www.facebook.com/oiq.qc.ca  

• Twitter https://twitter.com/OIQ  

• LinkedIn http://bit.ly/LinkedInOIQ 

• YouTube http://bit.ly/YoutubeOIQ 
• Instagram www.instagram.com/ordreingenieursqc/ 
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