
                                      Press release 
 

 
Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime: 

Institute mandatory supervision of engineering works 
to improve prevention on construction sites 

 
Montreal, January 19, 2021 – To better prevent the risk of accidents in workplaces, the 
Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec (OIQ) recommends that MNAs expand Bill 59, An Act 
to modernize the occupational health and safety regime to include new mechanisms for 
supervising the work done on engineering structures. 
 
“The OIQ shares Minister Boulet’s aim of increasing risk prevention in workplaces. It is in 
this spirit that we recommend making work supervision mandatory. Supervision would 
not only benefit the quality and durability of structures and the environment, but also help 
reduce work accidents on construction sites and in industrial workplaces,” commented 
OIQ President Kathy Baig, Eng., MBA, ASC. 
 
Although supervision of the work done on engineering structures is an activity reserved 
for engineers because these structures pose an inherently higher risk, it is not 
mandatory at this time. As a consequence, the degree of protection afforded to the 
public, including workers, may vary from one construction site to another. 
 
For construction work, the OIQ thus recommends that employers, owners or contractors 
be required to provide a certificate of compliance signed by an engineer for all work 
performed in accordance with the engineer’s plan required under the Safety Code for the 
Construction Industry and all other regulations made under the Act respecting 
Occupational Health and Safety. 
 
For the industrial sector, the OIQ recommends that employers, owners or contractors be 
required to furnish a certificate of compliance signed by an engineer for the installation, 
commissioning or testing of industrial equipment. 
 
Other concerns 
Furthermore, the OIQ encourages MNAs to ensure that all construction sites are subject 
to high standards for their safety measures and that individuals with occupational health 
and safety functions are properly trained. 
 
The OIQ also points out that the procedure for classifying the risk level assigned to an 
establishment under the new Regulation respecting prevention mechanisms should be 
made clearer. The OIQ is puzzled by the fact that establishments such as pulp, paper 
and cardboard mills as well as facilities where various chemical products – including 
pesticides, fertilizers, paints and adhesives – are produced are classified in the “low risk” 
category. Even though accidents in these establishments are infrequent, the inherent 
risk involved in their activities is still high for workers. 
 
The full version of the letter sent to the Committee on Labour and the Economy can be 
consulted on the OIQ’s Web site. 
 
 

http://www.oiq.qc.ca/Documents/DCAP/publications/20210119-PL59-Memoire-soumis-a-la-commission-de-economie-et-du-travail.pdf
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About the Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec 
The Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec turned 100 years old in 2020. It has a membership 
of some 65,000 engineering professionals in all fields, except forest engineering. Its 
mission is to regulate the practice of engineers and support the development of the 
profession in the interest of protecting the public. For more information, go to oiq.qc.ca. 
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For a quick update on OIQ news, join its virtual communities: 

• Facebook: facebook.com/oiq.qc.ca 

• Twitter: twitter.com/OIQ 

• LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/ordreingenieursqc/ 

• YouTube: youtube.com/user/ordredesingenieurs 

• Instagram: instagram.com/ordreingenieursqc/ 
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